CONSTANTINOPLE.

squares, and neat churches, exhibits the out-
ward features of a nation devoted to commerce,
to freedom, to the activities of life, to peaceful
progress, to modern traditions as the guard of
undefined rights, and to ancient usages, so far as
these are able, without limiting private liberty,
to impart to quiet respectability a harmless and
interesting tinge of the venerable.

The outward aspect of Constantinople is
equally true to its character and history.
Where no hereditary greatness was suffered to
exist, except in the royal line, no architectural
monuments of great families remain. No one
has built for posterity, because no one could
trust to the future. The rich have spent their
wealth on luxurious carpets and rich divans,
not on marble halls, because they knew that
before the latter had been completed the bow-
string might b$ their portion, At one moment
a man is a slave, and the next he is a Grand
Vizier : again the wheel of fortune goes round,
and he is an exile* Under these circumstances
men snatch at the enjoyment of the moment; but